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i1« A regional meeting of the Tashnak Party was held in Cairo, Lgypt,
on 9 and 10 April 1949, Source states that a resolution was adopted
a® this neeting to the effoct that the Tashnak Party would cesab
cooperation with the Rampavar Party in direetdng Arrenian commnity
affairg in all the countries of the lliddle East.

2. Prior to this necting, the twoe partics had shared corrnnity positions
on a proportionsl basis, mainly to preserve peasce within the cormunity
and in order not to attroct wnfavorsble attontion of the loeal
anthorities. The Tashnaks naintain, however, that the Rampavar Party
has permitted the infiltration of its party councils by Soviet apents.
Source asserts, also, that the Tashnaks feel that their position within
the varlous Armenian commmities, and in the eyes of the various
iddle Eastern governments, is so strong that they will now be able
%0 force the Ramgavars to accept a definitely inferior role in Armonian
cormminity affairs.

3+ The Tashnak Party long has been the domimant political gPoup in the
Armenian’ corrmnities of all the 1liddle Eastern countries, excopt Egypte
In Dgypts rich Arnenian business leaders have nade up mmch of the
strongth of the traditionally liberal, denocratic, and bourgecis
Rangavar Party and have suceseded in attracting many noutral Artenians
o its ronks. Iowover, the recent formation of the Ramgavar, Ilinchak,
and Ropatriationist cealition has worked to the advantage of the
Tashnalis, and the intervention of the Egyptian Governront has greatly
strongthened the Tashnak position in the only !Hddle Eastern comnbry
in which 1ts leadership was doubtful.%®

Lo Source notes that there was a difference of opinion within the
Tashnak ranks over the decision fo cease all ecoperation with the Rangavar
Partyo Some leaders felt that it would be better ctrategy to continue
%o compromise, vhile atterpting to win over prominent Rangavars and
neutrals to the Taslmal viewpoint, some of whon are ssid o be wdecided
in their attitudes toward the Soviet Union and repatristion,
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Source states, however; thabt pressure from the rank and £ile of the
Tashnaks was strong for that Party to show tangible signs of opposition
to the Ramgavar Party, and that proponents of that view prevailed in
the reglonal eouncils :

25X1A6a # %‘om‘b; The Armenian cormunity elections, scheduled
Tor 1

“I9LY Wéte postpened indefinitely, by order of the
Epyptian Governnente
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